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COCONUT CREEK POLICE DEPARTMENT SETS GOAL ON ACCREDITATION  

 

July 26, 2018 

Coconut Creek, Fla.- The Coconut Creek Police Department has set the highest 
attainable goal by applying for accreditation through the Commission for Florida Law 
Enforcement Accreditation [CFA].  The process began with a 24 month self-assessment 
phase in 2016, and continues with the final on-site assessment, which is scheduled for 
August 28th through August 30th, 2018. 

A team of three assessors, all from CFA accredited agencies, will spend three days at the 
department.  They’ll be doing everything from viewing a station-to-station display of all 
the department’s equipment and vehicles, to going on ride-alongs with officers as they 
answer calls-for-service, to conducting a comprehensive review of all the department’s 
policies and procedures. 

Being an accredited agency means the department will meet or exceed the highest 
recommended levels in transparency, accountability, and professionalism.  “We’re 
excited about the opportunity to become a fully accredited CFA agency,” Chief Albert 
“Butch” Arenal explained.  Only 35-percent of law enforcement agencies in the state are 
CFA accredited.  The Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation outlines 
237 benchmarks each agency must meet before becoming accredited.  “Our department 
is already adhering to those high standards,” Chief Arenal said, “and initial accreditation 
will show that our policies and procedures match the level of professionalism and integrity 
that our officers demonstrate on a daily basis.” 

Citizens have a voice in this process too.  Public comment on the Coconut Creek Police 
Department’s accreditation application can be directed to the email address 
pdaccreditation@coconutcreek.net.  All comments will be shared with the CFA 
assessors.  Public comment can also be directed to the CFA itself by calling 850-410-
7200.  The CFA office is open Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The 
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation will issue its decision on if the 
Coconut Creek Police Department meets the standards to attain accreditation certification 
at its conference in Clearwater Beach in October.  
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